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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1)^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 31 January 2006 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 . 1 1 4, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is eligible 
for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has 
been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 1/31/06 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's reply to the restriction requirement for election without traverse to the 
invention of Group I, claims 1, 4-10, 12, and 22-28, and claims withdraw 29, 30, 32 and 33 from 
consideration was received on 1/31/06. Applicant's arguments have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: it is unclear whether the 
limitation "transport stream generator" recited in line 1 1 and the limitation "transport stream 
generator" recited in line 15 are the same. 

4. Claim 22 is objected to because of the following informalities: the limitation "and to 
receive the terminal-to-SM messages" in lines 10-1 1 is duplicated. Appropriate correction is 
required. The limitation "the TSG-to-SM messages" in line 11 should be changed to "the plurality 
of TSG-to-terminal messages" corresponding to limitation "a plurality of TSG-to-terminal 
messages" previously recited in line 6. Appropriate correction is required. The limitation " the 
terminal-to-SM message " in line 20 should be changed to "a terminal-to-SM message", "the 
terminal-to-SM messages", or "one of the terminal-to-SM messages". Appropriate correction is 
required. 
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5. Claim 24 is objected to because of the following informalities: the limitation "the transport 
stream" in line 2 is not previously defined or it should be changed to "the transport stream 
generator". Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 22-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Logston 
et al. (US 5,481 ,542 A) in view of Coleman et al. (US 5,844,620 A). 

Regarding claim 22, Logston teaches a system for communication for an interactive 
delivery system, comprising: 

a plurality of terminals 30 to receive electronic program guide, to send a plurality 
messages to SP 20 through CMC 40, the messages indicating request of one of a plurality of 
demand-cast stream (i.e., session set-up), and to receive a plurality of messages from CMC 
(i.e., session set-up acknowledge 6-7) (see figure 11; col. 7, lines 28-30); 

a SP 20 to deliver electronic program guide to the terminals (see col. 24, lines 21-24; 
col. 28, lines 18-22; col. 22, lines 18-20), to monitor demand-cast stream usage by the 
terminals, to track the demand-cast stream that are acquired by at least one of the terminals (via 
STT status message and through CMC - see col. 23, lines 3-10), to send a plurality of 
messages to CMC (i.e., session provision acknowledge 5-6 as shown in figure 11 and session 
disconnect acknowledge 3-4 as shown in figure 12); and to receive the messages from 
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terminal(s) (via session set-up as shown in figure 11), and receive the messages from CMC 
(i.e., session connect request 8-9 as shown in figure 11); and 

a CMC 40 to generate the demand-cast stream, to maintain a status for each demand- 
cast stream being served (via STT status message - see col. 23, lines 3-10), to send the 
messages to terminal(s) (i.e., session set-up acknowledge 6-7 as shown in figure 11) and the 
messages to SP (i.e., session connect request 8-9 as shown in figure 11), and to receive the 
messages from the SP (i.e., session disconnect acknowledge 3-4 as shown in figure 12), the 
messages from the SP indicating whether there is no longer any terminal registered to a 
particular demand-cast stream (via session disconnect - see figure 12) and when there is a 
demand-cast stream request (session connect - see figure 11); 

wherein each terminal in coupled to both the SP and the CMC via a distribution network 
(see figures 1-2 and col. 7, lines 11-37); 

wherein the message from terminal to SP for requesting one of the demand-cast stream 
for requesting electronic program guide (see col. 21, lines 47-55). 

Logston does not specifically teach that the terminal(s) requests a particular region of a 
particular IPG page being one of a plurality of IPG pages. However, Coleman teaches that a 
subscriber requests IPG data for future time period of a particular IPG page which is carried in a 
demand data stream. It is noted that the IPG data for future time period of the particular IPG 
page being one of a plurality of IPG pages. The IPG page includes icon portion, video portion, 
and a program description portion (see col. 4, lines 25-33; col. 7, lines 43-50 and figure 8; col. 
19, lines 15-28; col. 20, lines 47-55). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the system of Logston by including a 
particular region of a particular IPG page being one of a plurality of IPG pages, i.e., IPG data for 
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future time period, as taught by Coleman in order to provide future scheduling information in 
response to a subscriber's request. 

Regarding claim 23, Logston teaches that the system further comprises a plurality of 
local neighborhood equipment (50, 120, 122 or 124) coupled to the CMC; and a headend 
coupled to the SP (see figure 2). 

Regarding claim 24, Logston teaches that headend is coupled to SP and CMC (see 
figure 2). 

Regarding claim 25, Logston teaches that a plurality of distribution nodes 106 is coupled 
to SP and CMC (see figure 2). 

Regarding claim 26, Logston teaches that the messages from CMC to terminal(s) 
include a list of available demand-cast streams (see col. 21, lines 37-40). 

Regarding claim 27, Logston teaches that the messages from SP to CMC indicate 
stream released/disconnected (see figure 12). 

Regarding claim 28, Logston teaches that the message from CMC to SP include a 
stream request (session connect request 8-9 as shown in figure 11). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

8. Claims 1 , 4-10, and 12 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the 
objections set forth in this Office action. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Ngoc K. Vu whose telephone number is 571-272-7306. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John W. Miller can be reached on 571-272-7353. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Ngoc K.Vu 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 261 1 

February 13, 2006 



